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ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, for the
information of all Senators, there will
be no further rollcall votes today.
Members may continue to introduce
legislation and make statements dur-
ing the morning business period. It is
possible that later today the Senate
may debate the nomination of William
Daley to be Secretary of Commerce.
However, the rollcall vote on Mr. Daley
will not occur until tomorrow morning,
possibly at 9:45 or 10 o’clock. We urge
all colleagues to be prompt. I thank my
colleagues. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

BROWNBACK). The clerk will call the
roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. BUMPERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BUMPERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to proceed for not to exceed 20 minutes
unless the majority leader comes on
the floor and seeks recognition.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Arkansas is recog-
nized.

Mr. BUMPERS. I thank the Chair.
(The remarks of Mr. BUMPERS per-

taining to the introduction of S. 229 are
located in today’s RECORD under
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.’’)
f

A GRATEFUL NATION REMEMBERS

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, shortly be-
fore closing his office, our dear former
colleague, Howell Heflin, asked that I
insert in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a
speech made by Greg Reed, national
commander of the Disabled American
Veterans, at a banquet held in Bir-
mingham the day before Veterans Day.

I would agree with Senator Heflin
that Mr. Reed’s speech is an excellent
one, and I would ask for unanimous
consent that his remarks be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the re-
marks were ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

A GRATEFUL NATION REMEMBERS

(Remarks by Greg Reed)
Each year Americans give pause on Veter-

ans Day to remember and honor the millions
of men and women who have donned the uni-
forms of our great Nation in defense of free-
dom and democracy. It is a time set aside for
our Nation to recognize the vanguard of free-
dom—American’s veterans.

Our national tradition of honoring Amer-
ican veterans on a special day began one
year after World War I ended.

On November 11, 1919, President Woodrow
Wilson proclaimed that each November 11
was to be commemorated as ‘‘Armistice
Day,’’ a day of remembrance to honor the
116,000 American ‘‘doughboys,’’ who, in World
War I, died on the battlefields of Europe.

The Great War—that’s what we called
World War I. Sometimes, in our idealism, we

called it ‘‘the war to end all wars.’’ Of
course, we could not know that just two dec-
ades later another war would engulf the
world.

World War II would claim four times as
many American lives as World War I. When
the Germans invaded Poland in 1939, the
world entered a holocaust unparalleled in
world history.

Never before had war been waged by so
many people, over so much of the globe, with
such loss of life and destruction of property.

Although, 90 million troops from both sides
took part in the war; 17 million of them—
nearly one out of five—were consumed by it.

Another 18 million—civilians—died as a di-
rect result of it. We’ll never know the precise
total of soldiers and civilians wounded and
missing.

America mustered more than 16 million
troops to battle on many fronts. When the
war ended in 1945, more than 400,000 of them
had lost their lives.

Within five short years, our nation’s men
and women would be summoned to answer
the threat in a place deceptively known as
the ‘‘Land of the Morning Calm.’’

Before the Korean War came to a close
with an uneasy truce in 1953, nearly 35,000
Americans died, and more than 100,000 were
wounded.

In 1954, Armistice Day was redesignated
‘‘Veterans Day.’’

First conceived to recognize those veterans
who had died in World War I, the observance
now was given a broader scope: to honor all
American veterans in whatever war or period
of peace they served.

For they were, and are, made of the same
stuff. They were, and are, equally passionate
in their patriotism and love of liberty.

We could not enjoy our freedom today were
it not for the courage of those who defended
us when we needed defending.

In the time of Vietnam, we had heroes and
didn’t see them. A million Americans sol-
diered there, and more than 58,000 of them
died, some bravely, some just unluckily, all
in the service of their country.

Neither the passage of time nor the van-
tage point of historical perspective has pro-
vided this country with answers about Viet-
nam or its veterans.

The sense of being alone may be the hall-
mark of the Vietnam experience—and it is
taking many years to heal the social wounds
inflicted by that war.

William Broyles, Jr., a former editor-in-
chief of Newsweek and a Marine infantry of-
ficer in Vietnam, once said.

‘‘The war in Vietnam divided America,
most of all by driving a wedge between those
who went and those who didn’t. Vietnam di-
vided us and troubles us still, not only in the
hearts and minds of veterans and their fami-
lies, but in our crippled self-confidence. It is
a specter we have yet put to rest, a wound in
need of healing.’’

For many of our fellow veterans the Viet-
nam war is still a terrible burden. There are
too many unanswered questions about the
delayed time bombs in their bodies and
minds, too many unfulfilled promises about
their education and their employment.

We owe them more than that. It is past
time to remember the extraordinary service
of these ordinary Americans.

When their country called, they answered,
and they fought with all of the courage and
valor of any army this nation ever sent into
battle.

The men and women who served in the
Gulf War paid another installment on a great
debt that will never be erased so long as
there are blood-bent tyrants in the world.

And, like their predecessors at Gettysburg,
Normandy, Guadalcanal, Inchon or Khe
Sanh, they paid in time . . . in effort . . .
and in blood.

Veterans Day commemorates the courage
and patriotism of all of America’s veterans
who have contributed so much to the cause
of world peace and the preservation of our
way of life.

This is our day to honor those veterans
sacrificed in those struggles and pay our re-
spects to those who survived their fallen
comrades.

It is a day to celebrate the bright victories
that grew from dark battles.

It is a day to review memories of past
honor and sacrifice.

It is a day to dream of a brighter future.
It is a day to celebrate peace.
We can never say it too often: We are the

children of your sacrifice, and we are grate-
ful.

General Douglas MacArthur spoke of the
American soldier as ‘‘one of the world’s no-
blest figures.’’

Yet what sets apart the veterans we honor
today? How do we identify them?

In truth, our veterans are the very embodi-
ment of America itself. They reflect the di-
versity and strength that is the core of our
nation.

Veterans are white . . . and they are black;
they are of every race and ethnic heritage.
They are men, and they are women. They are
Christians, they are Muslims, they are Jews.

They’re your neighbor next door, the mer-
chant at the mall, and the police officer on
the corner.

They are doctors and farmers, they are fac-
tory workers and schoolteachers.

They are 26 million Americans living today
who served in the armed forces, and there
are more than one million who have died in
America’s wars.

Most of these veterans are unsung heroes,
ordinary citizens who did their duty. Their
deeds have never been chronicled.

Those veterans who returned home after
World War II, and those who did not, were all
part of a generation from which we take in-
spiration.

They won the war, and then made sure we
would not lose the peace. Without their sub-
ordination of self to the common good, our
world would be radically different.

The tradition of the World War II veteran
is the tradition of all American veterans.

From Lexington to Concord, that tradition
has sustained us in every battle and every
war, right up through Desert Storm.

It has marched with us and stood vigil in
the frozen camps of Valley Forge, the steam-
ing jungles of the Pacific rim, the bloody
beaches of Normandy, the rice paddies of
Korea and Vietnam, and the scorching sands
of the Persian Gulf.

In that tradition, young, inexperienced
Americans become tough, capable soldiers.
They become veterans.

And they remind us all that this great na-
tion was not established by cowards, nor will
cowards preserve it.

America will remain the land of the free
only so long as it is the home of the brave.

What we remember and honor on Veterans
Day are those brave men and women who be-
lieved so much in an idea, and were so pos-
sessed by a sense of duty and honor, that
they were willing to risk death for it. And
the idea, of course, is liberty.

Liberty is America’s core. It is central to
our being, not only because it is practical
and beneficial, but because it is morally just
and right. But that liberty can be retained
only by the eternal vigilance that has always
been its price.

Americans hate war and its destructive-
ness. Our history reveals a passion to ex-
plore, to build, to renew, not to destroy.

The American spirit is not driven toward
the domination of others.

Never has the American soldier been sent
overseas to fight in the cause of conquest.
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Not once did they come home claiming a

single square inch of some other country as
a trophy of war.

The only land abroad we occupy is beneath
the graves where our heroes rest.

The American spirit understands that free
people who respect the dignity of the individ-
ual do not wage war upon their neighbors.

The American spirit has a warm heart that
yearns for mutual understanding and peace
among nations of the world.

And as deeply as we cherish our beliefs, we
do not seek to compel others to share them.

It is one of the great attributes of this na-
tion that we have been willing to take up the
mantle to fight for freedom on behalf of oth-
ers.

Even as I stand before you today, Amer-
ican forces are once again in harm’s way—
standing watch in Bosnia as that nation
struggles toward peace.

And why are we there? Because the Amer-
ican spirit is committed to protect and pre-
serve our friends from suppression in a tur-
bulent world.

We have come to realize that we are, in-
deed, our brothers’ keepers.

Just in the last decade, our world has un-
dergone a massive realignment.

The Soviet empire has dissolved, and the
major threat to world peace removed.

We live in a moment of hope, in a nation at
peace. For the first time since the dawn of
the nuclear age, no Russian missiles are
pointed at our children.

Our economy is sound. And because free
markets and democracy now are on the
march throughout the world, more people
than ever before have the opportunity to
reach their God-given potential.

But our work is far from done. We must
contain the world’s most deadly weapons, ex-
tend the reach of democracy, and unite in
opposing crimes against humanity.

We must keep our arms ready and our alli-
ances strong because challenges of the future
won’t be any easier than those of the past.

As the American patriot Thomas Paine
said:

‘‘Those who expect to reap the blessings of
freedom must . . . undergo the fatigue of
supporting it . . . What we obtain too cheap,
we esteem too lightly.’’

Let it never be said that we Americans es-
teem too lightly our blessings of life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.

America can never fully repay her veter-
ans, and we will never be able to express our
feelings to our fallen soldiers. If there is a
crown in heaven, then they are the stars.

But we must never forget how blessed we
are in the modern world to live in a free soci-
ety, nor forget the sacrifices of our friends,
relatives, neighbors and countrymen who
served us all when duty called.

Our veterans did not disappoint their na-
tion when it needed their service. They, in
turn, should not be disappointed in their
times of need.

Our duty today is clear, for there are many
who need us. Yet, even as America remem-
bers Veterans Day, there are veterans who do
seem forgotten.

Yes, some of the very ones who survived
the atrocities of Bataan; stormed the beach-
es at Guadalcanal and Normandy; and fought
in other campaigns of World War II.

Since then, their numbers have swelled
from those who fought in Korea, Vietnam,
the Persian Gulf, Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia and
in numerous other conflicts.

There are veterans who have lost family
and friends, and who face a lonely future.
Many are homeless and in need of medical
care.

They struggle with war related disabilities.
They also struggle with bureaucratic red

tape to get the benefits and health care they
need.

The belief that sustained our troops in
combat was as great as America herself.

Their heroism was prompted by faith in
the fundamentals that have guided this na-
tion from its beginnings—the idea that lib-
erty must be protected, whatever the cost.

We must nurture and sustain those who
distinguished their lives in the defense of
freedom. We must provide a dignity befitting
heroes . . . whatever the cost.

This Veterans Day we should remember
our history as we prepare for our future,
pray for peace as the poets and dreamers do,
and on this day each year remember to be
vigilant against threats to democracy and,
most importantly, ratify our contract with
American veterans.

We know that if the world is faced with the
unfortunate occurrence of war, American
men and women will be there to meet the
challenges, defend our nation, and work to-
ward peace.

America can and will change, both today
and in the future. However, what must not
change—not today, not tomorrow, not ever—
is our recognition of the debt we owe to
America’s veterans for keeping the Amer-
ican way of life safe and free.

God bless America, and God bless those
who love, guard and defend our precious free-
dom.

f

TRIBUTE TO EMBRY-RIDDLE
UNIVERSITY

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, time mag-
azine once referred to Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University as The Har-
vard of the Sky, a designation truly
honoring both institutions. I say this
because unsurpassed standards, values
and public contributions constantly
are reflected in achievements by those
representing both schools.

On this occasion, however, my re-
marks are about Embry-Riddle, for it
absolutely is one of our Nation’s most
intriguing centers of higher learning.

Recently, the New York Times fea-
tured the selection of Embry-Riddle for
English and operational proficiency
training of China’s air traffic control-
lers.

ValuJet’s crash in the Florida Ever-
glades last May prompted the National
Transportation Safety Board to name
ERU alumnus, Greg Feith, as inves-
tigator-in-charge. The university’s
aviation safety role, through an exten-
sive curriculum, real-situation train-
ing laboratories, research and issue
guidance is unparalleled. Air Force
Capt. Scott O’Grady’s amazing survival
in Bosnia had as a postscript: ERU
graduate. So it is with White House
Fellow, David A. Moore.

Although ERU graduates hold key
positions throughout business and
commerce, we find this especially prev-
alent among airlines and the aerospace
and aircraft industry. Some are astro-
nauts. NASA’s Lt. Comdr. Susan Leigh
Still, USN, who received her bachelor
of science degree, is scheduled for a
mission in space this spring.

The school is a major contributor of
pilots to military and civilian aviation
for two reasons. One is the level of aca-
demics in engineering, aerospace
science, aviation and related dis-
ciplines. The other is due to ERU’s own

air fleet, its own flight instruction, its
own meteorology training, and its own
aircraft and engine student mainte-
nance programs. Under the critical
eyes of certified instructors, under-
graduates perform all engine and air-
frame maintenance. I understand there
never has been a safety incident attrib-
utable to their work.

By invitation of the U.S. Army in
Europe, Embry-Riddle now offers col-
lege classes to our servicemen deployed
north of Croatia in support of Oper-
ation Joint Endeavor. This newest
service adds to the university’s exten-
sive network of more than 100 edu-
cation centers throughout the United
States and Europe.

A late December item from the
Kiplinger Washington Letter refers to
global companies relying on associates
who work in team settings or situa-
tions. Embry-Riddle student assign-
ments routinely involve team involve-
ment. They take it a step further—
through distance learning.

For a particular assignment we
might find one student in Daytona
Beach serving with another located at
the university’s Prescott, AZ, campus,
while a third comes from an extended
campus overseas. A sophisticated
networking system allows students to
connect electronically with other insti-
tutions and class members around the
world. In addition, identical courses
are taught concurrently by a single in-
structor from either the Daytona or
Prescott campuses as students from
both locations interact.

ERU is ranked by U.S. News & World
Report as one of the top 20 undergradu-
ate engineering programs in our Na-
tion. It has the largest engineering-
physics program in America. Under-
graduates last year won the national
design competition for general avia-
tion, an intensely challenging venture
sponsored by NASA and the Federal
Aviation Administration.

Quite often we hear the term, ‘‘stu-
dent-athlete.’’ At Embry-Riddle that
designation has a real, rather than
shallow, meaning. No better example is
found than with this season’s basket-
ball team. Under the guidance of ath-
letic director and coach Steve Ridder,
a Kentucky native, not only does the
team consistently win on the court, it
also wins in the classroom.

For example, 11 of the squad’s 17
members have a 3-point or better GPA.
Of the five seniors this year, one has a
3.6 and another a 3.4 in aerospace engi-
neering, one a 3.4 in engineering phys-
ics, one a 3.2 in aviation business, while
the school’s all-time leading scorer
also carries a 3.2 in aviation business.

ERU President Steve Sliwa didn’t ar-
rive at the Daytona Beach, FL, campus
via a traditional academic path. He
brought an eclectic background to the
university: aerospace engineer, entre-
preneur, NASA division level manager,
founder of a software firm and astute
business administrator.

Those of us in Government should be
particularly impressed with his most
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